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CUMBRIA AND LANCASHIRE VASCULAR SERVICES REVIEW

1.0 PURPOSE OF REPORT

1.1 This report provides an update to the Committee on the progress of 
implementing the reorganisation of vascular services.

2.0 ISSUES FOR SCRUTINY

2.1 The Cumbria Health Scrutiny Committee is asked to note the report and 
request clarification on any issues it raises.  It is also asked to agree one of the 
following options:
i. To agree that no further updates are required unless there is a change of 

circumstance.
ii. To request a further update by NHS England to the full Committee in six 

months.
iii. To re-establish the Task and Finish group to provide oversight to the 

implementation on a quarterly basis (the resource implications on the 
Committee’s work programme should be considered under this option).

3.0 BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT 

3.1 Improving Vascular Services: A Case for Centralisation of Vascular Services in 
Lancashire and Cumbria was published in March 2011.

3.2 The Review contained the recommendation of the Vascular Clinical Advisory 
Group to have three arterial centres, one in the north of Cumbria and two for 
the southern part of the geography. At the time it was recognised that the 
population base for a service in north Cumbria would be below the level 
recommended by the Vascular Society but the AAA Screening programme 
agreed that an arterial centre could be commissioned in Carlisle. After a 
collaborative procurement exercise two hospitals were selected by 
commissioners from Cumbria, Lancashire and Wigan. These were the Royal 
Preston Hospital and the Royal Blackburn Hospital.

3.3 The Joint Cumbria and Lancashire Oversight and Scrutiny Committee (OSC) 
accepted the recommendations as not requiring further consultation.



3.4 However in January 2013, the project was referred for review to the 
Independent Reconfiguration Panel (IRP) by Cumbria’s Health Scrutiny 
Committee. In July 2013, the Secretary of State for Health, Jeremy Hunt, 
responded advising that a formal review into the process was not required and 
that the process would benefit from a jointly agreed programme of public 
information. The NHS has reported the progress of implementation of the 
reorganisation of services to on a quarterly basis to the Vascular Task Group 
established by Cumbria’s Health Scrutiny Committee.
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